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The Year is 1945 . . .

And the Game is Afoot at Los Alamos!
Scientists of CCS Science 7 and Science 9 2009/2010 -- we have enlisted your aid to solve this baffling crime at long last.  This murder appears in no history books, obviously the result of a government cover-up during the Summer of 1945.  

Through the miracle of the imagination, we have preserved the crime scene for you.  Due to the passage of time, and the difficulties of time travel, we only know a few facts for certain.  

On the premises known to you as Chinese Christian Schools in San Leandro, we have created a Forensic Laboratory in Room 17 so that you can analyze the clues.  You can also research the history of the Manhattan Project and the lives of the suspects through books, video, and the Internet.

Your mission, is to find answers and create a PowerPoint presentation:

· Who killed Mr. X?

· What was the motive?

· How was it done?

· Who is Mr. X and why did he come to Los Alamos during the height of the Manhattan Project?

You must substantiate your answers with historical evidence, experimental data and logical inferences.   
More than one solution is possible!

The Story So Far . . .

The hot wind gusted around the nondescript office building dominating the top of a bleak desert mesa.  A bare mile away, a handful of lights twinkled dimly in the obscure town of Los Alamos, New Mexico.  It was the night of July 16, 1945, and a world war was raging in the Pacific.

Here on the mountain, the world's top physicists had been gathered by the American War Department.  The scientists included several Nobel Laureates and hailed from many nations: Germany, Italy, Great Britain, Canada, Hungary and America.  They comprised the staff of the Theoretical Division of the Manhattan Engineering District.  Their purpose: to develop the ultimate weapon -- the world's first atomic bomb.

As night closed in on an unforgettable day, the scientists gathered in a conference room with the military project leader, Major General Leslie R. Groves.  Far into the night they debated and argued.  "Should the atomic bomb be used against Japan?  Should the terrible weapon be demonstrated on a neutral target?  Should the details be forever veiled in secrecy?"

Tensions ran high.  General Groves pounded the table and forbade further discussion.  Voices rose in protest, and the debate ground to a halt.  Nothing was settled by the time the meeting adjourned at 9 o'clock.

All eight scientists went to their separate offices and laboratories, and shut their doors.

General Groves remained in the conference room and dictated gruff memos to his quailing aide.

Leona Woods performed theoretical calculations in her office.

Enrico Fermi performed experiments with graphite and other nuclear pile moderators in his lab.

Niels Bohr paced restlessly, disturbed by a letter from his niece regarding the treatment of his relatives under the now-defunct Third Reich.

Ernest O. Lawrence mused over possible post-war applications of newly synthesized, flexible, man-made materials.

J. Robert Oppenheimer stared at a photograph hanging on the wall.  The picture of a young woman seemed to smile back at him.  He longed for the intellectual freedom of his Berkeley, California, home.

Klaus Fuchs pored over important technical drawings on nuclear fission and some blueprints which showed the heart of "The Gadget".

Edward Teller dreamed great dreams of unimaginable power.  Among the myriad papers on his desk, he idly sketched the new concept of nuclear "fusion".

Suddenly, the building alarm sounded.  An intruder!  Here!  Here in the heart of the greatest and most top secret military project the world had ever known.

In a welter of confusion, the scientists poured out of their offices and into the entrance lobby.  An astonishing sight met their eyes: a lone man sprawled face down on the floor.  

General Groves took charge at once.  He knelt by the man and turned him over, feeling for a pulse.  Whispering hoarsely, he said, "He's . . . he's dead."

The gathered scientists broke into noisy exclamations, milled around, stooped over the body or paced around the lobby.

"Silence!" roared the General. "Calm down everyone!"  

His command voice had the desired effect.  The scientists became still and looked at Groves.  

The General spoke calmly.  "Listen to me.  Who is this man?"

The scientists stared at the silent figure on the floor.  One by one they shook their heads.  A stunned silence fell.  The man was a stranger!

The body was an incongruous figure on the floor of the entrance lobby.  A few objects were scattered around him, while dirt from an overturned potted plant spilled across the floor at his feet.

Slowly, the scientists raised their eyes.  They shifted uneasily and just failed to meet each others' gaze.

"Oh, no . . ." whispered someone.

Outside, the dry wind howled across the parched desert.
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	The Suspects
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Niels Bohr

Physicist who discovered an excellent theory of atomic structure. So important to weapons research that he was referred to as a “weapon of war” by government officials.
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Enrico Fermi

Physicist who discovered that graphite was a better moderator than heavy water. Graphite was instrumental in the design of the first nuclear pile in Chicago.
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Leona Woods

Physicist who contributed to designing and building of the first nuclear pile in Chicago and the Hanford reactors for Plutonium manufacture.
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Klaus Fuchs

Physicist who was also a Russian spy from 1942 to 1952. He gave U.S. and British nuclear weapon secrets to the Soviets.
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Ernest Lawrence

Physicist who was the Director of Radiation Laboratory at UC Berkeley during WWII.
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Leslie Groves

Army General, who was in charge of the Manhattan Engineering District.
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Robert Oppenheimer

Physicist who suggested Los Alamos for weapons research
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Edward Teller

Physicist who was known as the “Father of the H-Bomb”, or the “thermonuclear” bomb.
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